Troop 204 Flag Ceremony - leader notes

1. Commands for posting the colors

a. Leader assembles scouts in formation at the back of the room

i. You need a minimum of four scouts (borrow from other patrols if necessary); six scouts is better so more people can participate with five in formation and one announcer

ii. Scouts should be in uniform (shirts tucked in, scout belt, and neckerchief at a minimum; only BSA hats are acceptable)

iii. Scouts should stand up straight with hands by their side (not in pockets or folded)

iv. Flag poles are held firmly with left hand on the bottom  of the pole and right hand gripping the pole at chest height

v. American flag held by scout on the far right of the formation (the presenter's left)

vi. Texas flag should be to the left of the American flag

vii. Troop flag should be to the left of the Texas flag

b. Scout that is speaking proceeds to the speaker
c. "All please stand at attention for presentation of the colors"

d. "Scouts salute"

e. "Color guard advance"
f. "Halt!" [five feet in front of the speaker; it is helpful to set a mark for the speaker]
g. "Post the colors" [bugler plays]
i. [American flag moves out first, crossing to the left of the speaker, stay behind the flag until told to move]

ii. [Texas flag moves out next, crossing to the right, posting in the nearest stand, stay behind the flag until told to move]

iii. [Troop flag moves out next, crossing to the right, using the far right stand, stay behind the flag and salute until told to move]

iv. [Scouts not holding a flag do not move; stay standing five feet in front of the speaker; salute]
h. "Please join me in the pledge of allegiance" [after bugler]
i. "Two!"
j. "Please join me in the Scout Oath"
k. "Color Guard Post"
i. [Scouts in front of the speaker turn around and face the back of the room]

ii. [Scouts Standing behind the flags join them in line, facing the back of the room]

l. "Color guard advance" 
m. “Color guard halt” [when they reach the back of the room]
n. “Color Guard Dismissed”

2. Commands for retiring the colors

a. Leader assembles scouts in formation at the back of the room

i. You need a minimum of four scouts (borrow from other patrols if necessary); six scouts is better so more people can participate with five in formation and one announcer

ii. Scouts should be in uniform (shirts tucked in, scout belt, and neckerchief at a minimum; only BSA hats are acceptable)

iii. Scouts should stand up straight with hands by their side (not in pockets or folded)

b. Scout that is speaking proceeds to the speaker
c. "All please stand at attention for retiring of the colors"

d. "Color guard advance"
e. "Halt!" [five feet in front of the speaker; it is helpful to set a mark for the speaker]

f. "Color guard post"
i. [Scouts to carry flags post behind their flag; DON'T PICK IT UP!]

ii. [Scouts not holding a flag do not move; stay standing five feet in front of the speaker]
g. "Please join me in the Scout Law"
h. "Scouts salute"

i. "Retrieve the colors" 
i. [Flag holders pick up the flag and line up in front of the speaker facing the back of he room (do not cross)]

ii. [Scouts not holding a flag do not move hold their salute until the flags reach the line; drop the salute and face the back of the room]
iii. [DO NOT START WALKING!]
j. "Color guard advance" [bugler plays retreat]
k. “Color guard halt” [when they reach the back of the room]
l. "Two!" [wait for bugler to stop playing]
m. “Color guard dismissed”

n. “Troop dismissed”

speaker notes (fold in half)

Commands for posting the colors

1. "All please stand at attention for presentation of the colors"

2. "Scouts salute"

3. "Color guard advance"

4. "Halt!" [five feet in front of the speaker]

5. "Post the colors" [bugler plays]

6. "Please join me in the pledge of allegiance" [say the pledge loudly]

7. "Two!"

8. “Please join me in the Scout Oath”
9. "Color guard post" [wait for them to line up in front of the speaker]

10. "Color guard advance"
11. “Color guard halt”
12. “Color guard dismissed”
Commands for retiring the colors

1. "All please stand at attention for retiring of the colors"

2. "Color guard advance"

3. "Halt!" [five feet in front of the speaker]

4. "Color guard post" [wait for the scouts to stop moving]

5. “Please join me in the Scout Law”
6. "Scouts salute"

7. "Retrieve the colors"
8. "Color guard advance" [bugler plays retreat]
9. "Color guard halt" [ when they reach the back of the room]

10. “Two” [wait for bugler to stop playing]
11. “Color guard dismissed”
12. “Troop dismissed”
Illustrations:
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